
 
STUDENT AND PARENT FAQs 

1. Do I have to be a YSU student to fill out the YSUF application?  
a. Yes, you must be admitted to Youngstown State University before completing the 

online scholarship application. Your YSU banner ID number is required to 
complete the process.   

2. How can I find the application?  
a. Click on the “Scholarship Application” button on the top right corner of the 

website, which will take you directly to the application.  
3. How long does it take to complete the application? Am I able to start the application and 

then finish it at a different time?  
a. It can take anywhere from 30 minutes to 1 hour, depending on how much 

information you need to provide. The application will autosave, and you will be 
able to pick up right where you left off. 

4. When is the application deadline?  
a. The scholarship application deadline is February 1, and it must be completed 

every year.  Tip: To stay ahead of the deadline, make a note to apply during 
winter break!  

5. Do I have to fill out the FAFSA prior to filling out the YSU Foundation scholarship 
application?  

a. It is recommended that you complete the Free Application for Student Aid 
(FAFSA) before completing our online application. Many, but not all, 
Foundation-held scholarships require the completion of the FAFSA.   

6. If I need help with financial aid. Who should I contact?  
a. YSU's Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships should be your first stop in your 

pursuit of financial assistance. Please call their office at 330.941.3505.  
7. I don’t qualify for federal aid; can I still qualify for YSU Foundation scholarships?  

a. Yes! Not all the scholarships offered are need-based.   
8. I filled out the application last year. Why didn’t I get a scholarship this year?  

a. To be eligible for YSU Foundation scholarships, you must fill out the 
application every year. Be on the lookout for reminders on social media and 
through email!  

9. I can’t find any scholarships for my major. Should I still apply? 
a. Even if there are no scholarships for your major, the Foundation offers over 1100 

scholarships that might support a match with you. Other criteria used in the 
matching process include where you went to high school, extracurricular 
activities, etc. 



 
 

10. When will I find out if I was selected to receive a scholarship? 
a. Notices are sent out by mail in early May. 

11. I am the parent of a YSU student. Can you tell me if my child has completed the online 
application?   

a. We are separate from the university; therefore, we cannot provide any information 
to a parent or guardian until we can confirm with Youngstown State University 
that an Education Information Release via Proxy is on file, which is available for 
you to fill out through the student’s Penguin Portal.    


