Martha Pallante-Senate Chair
I have spent several days thinking about writing this and how me uncomfortable it makes me. I hate talking about myself and writing a peacock letter always makes me feel awkward and ill at ease.  Therefore, I am not going to talk about my accomplishments or make politicians’ promises.
· I have an almost chronic inability to take myself too seriously.  
· I have three grandchildren I would do anything for—Lila at BGSU, Nikolas who is  three and Aurora who is six months old. I babysit on weekends.
· I am a recovering administrator  (20 years) and have forgotten more about YSU than most folks know.
· I am still teaching because I love coming to school everyday.  Students teach  me something new every day and it still excites me.
None of this explains why I should be your Senate chair so let me try harder.  First of all, I think we face interesting times ahead and as a body we will face some interesting challenges.  I won’t make promises I cannot keep, but I will tell you that I will always advocate for YSU as a whole and place faculty interests before all. I will not tell you how to think but will permit lively and difficult discussions to occur without taking sides.  I believe that all voices need to be heard and that civil disagreement is vital to our continued survival.  I outlined the other day what I believe our major challenges are for the coming year: right-sizing senate and streamlining its functions so we can become more impactful; creating a better understanding about R2 status in contest with what feels like shrinking budgets and growing emphasis on YSU as teaching institution; helping to define the role the Stuebenville campas in terms of the Senate and the larger institutional structure.  I also think that as a body we need to play closer attention to the impacts of existing state legislation such as SB1 and the legal dramas surrounding it and newly proposed legislative actions such as SB461 and HB 698. In light of these issues I feel that important aspect Senate job to to keep our constituents informed and engaged.
